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The nationally accredited
Walnut Farm Montessori

School provides a Montessori
education honoring commumnity
and individiuality by promoting
peace, and empowering
children for life-long learning.

'Nalnut Farm
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Dear WFMS Families and Friends,

The 2022-2023 academic year saw mamny of our dreams and wishes

begin to come to fruition. From adding an elementary classroom to
finalizing plans for a construction project, it was indeed an exciting
and productive year!

2022-2023 was also a time to reconnect with our community and our
values after weathering the storms of COVID. We were able to move

back into a more regular schedule and not only revive past specials for
students, but add micre! We saw our elementary program grow from one
to two classrooms and hired Jill Bauer, a first-though-sixth-grade trained
Montessori teacher to lead the second classroom. We were able to add
outdoor classroom experiences for our toddler community making
outdoor classroom an option for the entire student body. In addition, we
were able to offer Spanish and miusic experiences for all of our students.
Kerrey Klatt joined our staff to reintroduce an art curriculum to our older
primary and elementary students, and we continued to offer PE to these
students as well.

The Family Association worked hard to provide a fun and eventiul

Fall Festival with bounce houses, petting zoo, and pony rides. Other
community events included our Peace Day celebration, Montessori Silent
Journey (where parents were able to experience the classroom similar to
their children), Winter Solstice celebration, and Discovery Mights (where
students showed their families around their classroom and shared their
favorite lessons).

With Lynette’s support, the Board of Trustees focused on assessing
current funds and the schools physical growth needs. Through careful
consideration and deliberation, the board voted to mowve forward with
an addition to the Primary building. We were thrilled to take this next
step as we also began the application for our AMS reaccreditation
process for re-approval in 2026, Mone of this would be possible without
our amazing cormmurnity whio volunteer their time and generowsly donate
to our Annual Fund. We are humbled by this amazing support!

Im gratitude and exctement for what's to come,

Smita (Vadlamani) Sarma, Board President 2020-2022
and Lynette Goss, Head of School

Smita [Vadlamani) Sarma
Board President 2020-2022

Lyrette Goss
Haad al School
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Annual Fund Leadership Team 2022-2023
Arnanda Phillips, Director of Developrment
Lynette Goss, Head of School
Lestie Johnson, Fingnce Administrator
Senita {Vadlamani] Sarma, President, Board of Trustees
Peyton Sterns, Development Linison, Board of Trustees
Russsll and Katie Bloodwarth, Walnut Farm Annual Fund Chairs
Jason and Heather Faitek, Walnut Form Annuel Fund Alumn Chirs

Annual Fund Classroam Captaing
Jannae White, Juniger Lauren Magnussan, Magnolia
Sheila Eddy, Cedar Tabitha Tichenar-Turmer, Mogralia
Miles ManVeckhoven, Fedbud  Jennifer Tichenar-Turner, Mognaiia
Rachel Hatch, Redbud Lindsey Robers, Spramone
Callie Wahletz, Daguood Danialle Lyrnan, Jak

Generosity Abounds

Walnut Farm's Annual Fund raised more than 572,000 during
our 2023-2023 Just maging! campaign. An anonyrous
donar matched these gifts 2:1 enabling us to use these
additional monies to help fund our Prirmary Addition.

With imcreased funding, we were able to provide additional
professional development for aur teachers and staff,
technology updates, increases in tuition assistance for

aur eamrmunity, and emdronment enhancaments.

THANK YOU!

We extend our sincerest gratitude to all those whe
confributed to Walnut Farm Montessor School with an
Annual Fund gift, an in-kind gift, or a gift of service with
your invaluable tirme or talent. For those who donated,
your generasity ensures that we continue our mission to
prowide an exceptional education experience that prepareas
studenits to enter the world as independent, self-directed,
and civically engaged individuals. We are grateful for the
Support eseryane in our community has shown Walmnut
Farm Montessor Schasol this year.

Disclaimer Wehave made every effort o include all those
who supported the Wanw Farm Annual Fund — and Walnor
Farm Annuagl Giving as o whoke — giong with cther special
prajects. We sincerely dpofogize for any ernors o oemissions.
Shoufd your fmd anerrar, pledss reach oul to Amands Phillips
al gemdndadwdinutfarmorg

Walnut Farm Montessori School (WFMS)
Annual Fund Giving Levels

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Irpactar 55,000 and abowe | Conmector 3500 to 5999
Inspirer 2,500 to 54,999 Inguirer 5250 to 5499
Creator  51,500to 52499 | Explorer 5125 1o 5249
InFureatar 51,000 ta 51,499 Collaborator 1o 5124
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Impactors Prajesh Joshi and

Gifts of 55,000 and abowa
Frank Barbieri and

Tricia Iboshi
Jarnes Howard br.
Sophia Soott 11
Armelia Soott 19
Anorrmous (1)

Inspirers

Gifts of 52,500 to 34,9539

Abhishek Agarwal and
Jinali Desai

Charles and Leslie Fletcher

Dravid and Danielle Guggina

Amanda Sparks Marsee

Tim and Ashley Rabinson

Creators

Gifts of 51,500 to 52,499
Jordan and Sheila Eddy
Jason and Heather Foitek

Miftu Gangal
Mate and Danielle Lyrman
Steve and Lina Serogeins
Smita |Wadlamani) Sarma
Yenkatesh Vadlarmani
Kyle and Jannae White
Amseny s (1]

Innovators

Gailts o 57,000 1o 51,499
Liz Alsina

Sean and Kylie D'Hoostelasre
Matt and Alexamndra Hesse
Jyhl and Carrie Lu

Jake and lennifer Mewell
Eric and Mally Plumrmers
Starr W, Snead

Miles Varveckhowen

Dani Vanveckhowven




CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Connectors

of 550 ]

Fussell and Eatie Bloodworth " '

Shaun and Rachel Hateh ‘ -
Kuna Howard ‘ ’ "‘
Leott and Svetlana Jacksan Ry

Mark and Trish Lowe - L Y
fichard Mahan o~
Spencer and Enmily Mchally
Andrew and Kerrey Ann kol
Bryam and Amanda Phillips
Seidle Farnily Foundation
Stefan and Peyton Stems

254

Just ff:mf#rﬁf

Grstanvo Tanmes and Misty King
Ernma Ruane Ayan amnd Diana Martin
Justin and Susan Mille
Inquirers s g i

T . - Collaborators
Ermesto and Cristina Batres Eifre b £174
David Blancho and FEC R
Lindsey Robers
David and Jernma Colaman
Walter and Joy Cooper
Allysan Esposita
Jason and Lynette Goss
Taresa Malies
Jarres Mathis and
Eilean Van Wontenghem
Jeffrey Rieske
Tabitha and
Jennifer Tichenor-Turners

Chidozie Ugwumba and

Tyler and Katelyn Allen

Andre and Amanda Arcenealx

Judy Blahut

Aeed and Briana Cooper

Julie and Aaran Fidler

Vinginia Fance

Dan and Alyisa Gomez

Chiristy Hrypoun

Chil lb=kwe

Whitney Kimbe

Vitaliy Krapivin and
Mataliya Chapovska

Chuanbi Xu Joe Love
Javier and Meagan Zavala Bjarni and Lawren Magnusson
Arivy Mills
Explorers Kendyll Murray
Gifts of 5125 to 5249 Sean and Joseph Pao-Wu
Rob Baker Daryk and Emma Pengelly
Blake amd lrene and Bob Phillips
Alexandra Bomkessel Kristal Price
Azusa Crawford Leila Rurmyan

Kyl and Ermma Slone
David and Ashley Spencer
Michael and Jessica Stratford
Jared and Suzanna Styles

Marc and lennifer Croshy
‘Wi Du and Kat Ran

Alvin and Tricia Hicks

Haoyu Huo and Siaochan Wu

Leslie Johnson Hita StuwiEman
Harsh Kalsi amd Jarmie Van Haorn
Juzana Koharyova Brandy Wilson

Kalby amd Paige Kernp Anaryrmous |2}

Leadership Donors’ Brunch

On Friday, Septernber 29, 7023, we honored our
Leadership Circle Donors with a brunch at Compton
Gardens and Arbareturm. At this inaugural Leadership
Donaors’ Brunch, Walnut Farm Monbesson School
Administrators and Trustees expressed their

appreciation for our leadership donoars' suppart of WEMS.
These donors contributed over 550,000 to Walmut Farm
Annual Fund in 2022-2033 which was 69% aof or
2022-2033 Walnut Farm Annual Fund campaign. Our
brunch endead with the urveiling of our 2023-3024
campaign theme — Build, Grow. aspire. — and an
inspirational speech by our 2023-2024 Walnut Farm
fmnual Fund Chairs, Tabitha and Jennifer Tichenor-Turmer.

oo by Alnaws Cavirum



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Statement of Activities 7/1/2022 — 6/30/2023

REEVENUE AND SUPPORT

W Tuitiom and Faes
B Fundraising
B Comtribut ons\Gramis

Statement of Financial Position 6/30/2023

Total Assels

3,678,826

|

TOTAL ASBETS

3,678,928

Finance — Year in Review

In addition to creating a new Lower Elermentary class,
WFM5' good fortune continued by securing additional
grants from DHS, Blue+You, and Crafton Tull. These
grants, combined with funds frarm Annwal Giving and
aur Gather and Grow event, made it possible to: provide
newupdated technolagy for staff; hire additional staff
fior supgport with day-to-day operations and the growing
Aftercare prograrn; expand professional developrment
experiendes for curment and new staff: implement benefit
and salary increases while preserving appreciation
opportunities for our exermplary staff

In addition to continuing campus improserments, WEMS
began the process for the new Primary addition;: was
able to grow the school's ermergency reserves; and was
also able to allocate funds to pay down debts — theraby
significantly decreasing the repayment timeline.

REVEMUE AND SUPPORT
Tuitksn and Feses ] 1,382 463
Furndrassing 5 73,726
Contributions/Eranis 5 202,610
Intarest/Other Inoorme £ 6,469
TOTAL REVEMUE AND SUPPORT ] 1,665,288
Less Donor Restricted Grants ] 9B, 000
EXFPEMSES
Payroll Siafl Expense § 1,170,783
Facility EXPenSs s s depsscmion mparma| L3 208,149
Program Expense ] 58,756
Administrative Expensa 5 78,918
TOTAL EXPENSES § 1,517,807
Change in Unnesiricted Met Asseis ] 48,661
LIABILITIES
Todal Liabilites ] 1,556,081
nerassers [
Domer Resbicled Neat Assats 5 70,360
Unrestrictesd Met Assets = 2,050,4B5
Total el Asseis ] 2,120,845
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND MET ASSETS _I EEEEJII

NUMBERS 2022-2023

STUDENT "I 3 3
s POPULATION:

A

CLASSROOMS: 2 toddler,

3 primary, 2 elementary

p TUITION ASSISTANCE: About 5%
of our revenue, assisting

of our student

V 13 0 population
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We are Growing. ..
The Primary

L] L] LI
Building Addition
In 2022-3023, after a careful revies
of Walnut Farm Montessori School's
current and future needs, the Board of
Trustees with the support of our Head
of Schaol, Lynette Goss, finalized plans
far & Primary building addition. In
collaboration with architect Dave Burris
of Burris Architecture, a 3,000 square-food
addition was developed for construction
during the 2023-37024 ool year. The
Primary addition will be located on the
wect and of cur Primary building. in what
was formerly ouwr traditional playgraund
space. In preparation for this new space,
our traditional plawground was relocated
behind the Primary Outdoor Classrsoem
and Elementary backyard. The addition
will pravide aur community with a fourth
prirnary classroom, administration offices,
a receplion area, and a rmeating room. The
Primary addition will be paid for with funds
the school has been able to set aside aver
the years for school growth, augmented
by & genenows. anonymous Ammvwal Fund
match during 2022-2023, and a spedial low
inberast hoan. WHWS broke ground on our
addition in Oclolber 2023,

aerial view

2022-2023 Year in Review...

Cwir staff participated in professional developrent including:

* Understandimng Autism Seminar

* Signs of and Accommodating Dyslexia Seminar

W Head and participated in discussions focused on the book
Boitive Discigdine (2006) by Jame Melson Ed.D.

* Srnall group opportunities and webinars afferad by the American
Miontessan Sockety (AMS)

Several Lead teachers went to Baston in Spring 2023 to attend the

AMS Annual Conference.

W expanded and enhanced our outdoor classroom experiences for
all ervironrments.

W continued to enhance our affering of Spanish and Music at all levels
and sdditionally offered Art and PE to our third year primary students and
our elementary students

Oiuir Elernentary program grew so large that not only did we need o
divide it into two sections but it abse started discussions on how we might
ance again have an upper elementary program at Walnut Farrm.

Jill Bauer joined the tearn bringing her Montessor training in
first-through-sixth grades as we began to retain fowrth grade students.
Karrey Klatt joined our staff to add an art curriculum for our older primary
and elementary children.

To help better serve aur students’ needs, we began working with

Arvy Davis, a Montessori-trained reading and dyslexia specialist. Amy
began this work by assessing children's reading abilities and making
recommendations to enhance the Montessori language experience for

all primary amd elementary students.

Arnanda Phillips taok on the role of Director of Development and is working
wilth nationally known consultant, Starr Snead, to elevate owr fundraising
presgrarms in an effort bo ensure financial stability for WEMS in the mear

and longer-tenm.




Fall Festival

O October B, 2022 we welcomed our families, friends,
and eommunity to Walnut Farm Montesson School for
our annual Fall Festival. Lasghter and joy abounded, new
friemdships were made, and old friendships re-established
as everyone enjoyed games, pony rides, face painting,
pumpkin decorating, bounce houses, great food and
baked goods, a petting 2o, and more!

Thie Family Association, under the leadership of Paige
Eermp and Alex Hesse, with the tireless work of the Fall
Festival committes, Lindsey Robers, Greta Rozensweig,
and Meagan Zavala, organized and executed this event.
We cannat thank aur cormmunity enough for their
genensus donations to help support aur Fall Festival, The
funds raised allowed WFMS to terrace the new traditional e .-._5_ g Loz
playground steps adding safety and beautification. G E
Foll Festiva reived 59,229 Gather and Grow

Gather and Grow offered an opportunity for owr
carnmunity to come together to picnic, sing, and talk
about how our schoal is growing, while continuing to
farge comemunity bonds. Our Live Art Auction featured
an art piece from each classroom made by students and
their guides. Our very awn Jamie Yan Hom auctiomned off
each piece with flare. Aftersrard, WFMS Head of Schoal,
Lynette Goss, along with members of our Boand of
Trustees, shared the wery exciting news that we

wene adding an addition on to our Primary building,
creating mwch needed administration offices,
meating space, and a fourth Prirnary environmeant.
The funds fram Gather and Grow supported teacher
professional development and tuition assistance

for our current farmilies.

Gather and Grow raised $1 1333

- - -'.t

x

Ewvery year WFMS invites our families to join in a mix of
fundraising community building, and eduecational events

such as: Fall Festival, Peace Day, Momtessori Joumey, Discovery
Mights, Winter Solstice, Earth Day, and a Spring Benefit. We

are grateful to everyone who attends and supports these
gatherings. We extend a special thank you to the volunteers,
teachers and staff who work so hard to bring these events to
life — whe through these events, create the comrmunity that is
Walnut Farm Monbessori School.



Montessori Journey

Discovery
Nights



To the Walnut Farm Community,

Im June, when | bagan my role as president of the Board of Trustees, my family and |
wiere on the verge of complating our sixth year in Northwest Arkansas We moved here
in the surnmer of 2017 when our eldest daughter was two and our middle daeghter
wias D rronths. Today, all three of our dawghters atbend Walnut Farm. There is much
to be grateful for — and much to keok forward to — at ewr wonderful schoal,

Owver the past thres years, Walnut Farm has seocessfully navigated the COVID-19
pandermic while maintaining a strong financial foundation. We are now able to ohift
oo T o growing the school community.

In Dctober 2023, we began to do just that when we broke ground on a construction
project to expand ouwr Primary Building. Once completed, this will allow ws 1o welcome a
e lass of Primary students and provide our administrative tearm with much-needed
affice and rreeting space. In partrership with the teacher, staff and family communities,
the Boand of Trustees also began a new strategic planning cycle to refresh Walnut

Farr's six-year goals, working to remew the schoal's accreditation from the Armerican
Montessor Society.

It is a privilege to be able to serve Walnut Farrm as we endeavor to meet the needs of
our current comrnunity, while staying true to the values of our Montesson foundation.
The next few years are going to be exciting, and | look forward to the partnership
acrass the cormmunity that will make this happen.

Lina Scroggins
President, Board of Trustess, 2023-2025

Lima Scroggins
Board President, 2023-2025

2023-2024
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Lina Scnodggins, Fresident
Ermra Pengelly, Wee Brasident
Jannae White, Secretary

Sean D'Hoostelaere, Treasiver
Chi lbekwe

Amarnda Marsea

Paybom Sterns

Callie Wahletz

Tabitha Tichenar-Turner
Stephen Pauzer

Mikeki Tallman

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Az a 507 £3 non-profit organizatis,
Walnut Farre Montessesd Schoal is
gossarmad by a Boand of Trustees.
This growg has a lagea and Sducany
respansibility for the school a2 a
whale, and plays a pivatal iole

in securing i3 futwre. The Boand
Mermbers b a diversity of

tabant and broad practical and
professional experiance to the

wark of asiining the sehools
stability amd developrient.



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

® Foster a lifelong love of leanming.

® Fetention — We strive [o retain kndsleadge,
carmmwnity, and staff

® |rmpart a challenging curriowlum thal supports
and respects individual learning styles in rmulti-
20e classroorms.

® Fducate the whole child by recsgnizing
and respecting tha physical, ermotional, and
intellectual individuality of each.

® Murture in each child creativity, independenca,
self-confidence, and the joy of discovery.

& Develop a cormmunity in and out of the

classrooms by encouraging cooperative learning,
praobdem solving and farmily invalverment.

STRATEGIC PILLARS

GROWTH MONTESSO0RI

® Enroliment, oplimal & diverse

® Facilities including classroams
and outdoor aneas

® Tools and technobogy
# Brand in NW&A
® Fundraising

Studerits # Full Montesson curficulurm

Faculty and staff,
imcluding Head of School

Parents/Guardians and families
Alurmni autreach
Broader MWA community

Board of Trusteass

® Maintain AMS Accreditation

# Enhance gutdoor
Montessori learning

= Build pipeline of trained faculty



About the Annual Report

The Annual Report provides a summary

of our fundraising efforts and recognizes

gifts received im the fiscal year July 1, 2022
throwgh June 30, 2023, For the purpose of
this report, donors may be listed in more than
one constituency group. We have made every
effort to ensure accuracy of the information. i,
howewer, an error of omission has been made,
please accept our apologies amd notify our
Director of Developrment, Amanda Phillips at
amanda@walnutfarm.ong.

How To Give

Evenyone can make a gift online at https./
wialnutfarmmontessori.comffinancial-givimg/
or by cash or check received in-person or

wia mail. Your gift is tax-deductible to the

full extent of the law. Im addition to making

a cash donation to the Walnut Farm Annual
Fund, there are other creative ways for you
to give back including corporate matching
gifts, planned gifts, gifts-in-kind, and gifts of
your valuable time and talents. Thank you for
thinking about expanding your suppart to help
make our work possible!

2023-2024 FACULTY AND STAFF
Lymette Gods, Head of Schoo!
Heather Shakespears, Financial Admindstralor
Azuss Crawford, Education Admindtrator
Misty King, Admissions Administratar
Amanda Phillips, Director of Development
Whitney Kirmnbra, Toddler Guide, Junipar
Sara Loper, Toddler Aciitont, Juriger
Eendyll Murray, ToddVer Guide. Cedar
Virginia Force, Toddler Assistant, Cadar
Jennifer Crosby, Primary Guide, Redbud
Brandy Wilson, Primary Assistant, Redbud
Stephands Throop, Prirmary Gunde, Dogeood
Paige Kemp, Primary Guide, Dogwood
Christy Hrycun, Primary Assistart,

Dogwood Ouidoor Classroom Specialise

WALNUT FARM MOMNTESSORI SCHOOL

208 E. Central Avenue | Bentomwille, AR ¥2712
wiwrwl walnutfarrmmontessorl.oom | (479 271-9424

What does 2023-2024 hold for

Walnut Farm Montessori School?

# Looking ahead to AMS re-accreditation

# Sending two staff members to elementary
training in preparation for growing our
elementary program and to enhance outdoor
classroom expenences
Haivimg four experienced, primary-trained teachers
Profassional Development including equity
training and staff choice training on Positive
Discipline in the Montessor Classroom with
Chip Delorenzo
Construction of the Primary Addition with an
estimated completion date of July 2024

Jamie Yan Hom, Frimary Guide, Magnolio

Kristal Price, Primdry Assistant, Mognaiia

Salty Duavis, Elementory Guide, Sycamane

Briana Coopser, Efermentary intern, Spcamoreidutic Soeciolist
Fill Bawer, Elamentovy Guide, Odk

Joe Lowe, Elementary intern, DakAOuidoor Speciolisl

Tim Bare, Cutdoar Classroom Specialis!

Autumn Wisniewski, Outdoar Classroom Specialist/Alitercare
Kemrey Klatt, Art Speciolist/Aftercane Leod

Michelle Garda-Martiner, Spanish SpacialiitSuppart
Koralys Vallejo, Sponish Specimiil Support

Ava Mogee, Altercove Assitant

Clancey Wood, Aftercare Afsistant

Emely Aguirre, Aftercare Assisfont




